CMS 3340 National Cinemas

Deconstructing Disney/Bonner


Pocahontas (Mike Gabriel and Eric Goldberg, 1995, 84 min.)

Based on John Smith’s story of Pocahontas, the 10-12 year old Virginian Native American.
Cast:


Pocahontas (Irene Bedard)


Pocahontas singing (Judy Kuhn)


John Smith (Mel Gibson)


Governor Ratcliffe / Wiggins (David Ogden Stiers)


Meeko (John Kassir)


Powhatan (Russell Means)


Thomas (Christian Bale)


Grandmother Willow (Linda Hunt)

Percy (Danny Mann)


Ben (Billy Connolly)


Lon (Joe Baker)


Flit (Frank Welker)


Nakoma (Michelle St. John)


Kocoum (James Apaumut Fall)


Kekata (Gordon Tootoosis)

Abstract (Adapted from Netflix.com and IMDB.com):

Capt. John Smith leads a rag-tag band of English sailors & soldiers to the New World to plunder its riches for England (or, more precisely, for Governor Ratcliffe, who comes along for the ride). Meanwhile, in this "New World," Chief Powhatan has pledged his daughter, Pocahontas, to be married to the village's greatest warrior, Kokoum. Pocahontas, however, has other ideas. She has seen a vision of a spinning arrow, a vision she believes tells her change is coming. Her life does indeed change when the English ship lands near her village. Between Ratcliffe, who believes the "savages" are hiding the gold he expected to be plentiful, and Powhatan, who believes these pale newcomers will destroy their land, Smith and Pocahontas have a difficult time preventing all-out war, and saving their love for each other.
Questions for Discussion:

1.  How are femininity and masculinity constructed in Pocahontas? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of females and males.

2.  How are nationality, race, sexuality, and class constructed in Aladdin? Consider especially this week’s readings. Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of differing nationalities, sexualities, races, and classes.

3.  How does this film version differ from the original history on which it is based? How is it similar? Give some examples from the film to support your arguments.
4.  What does Pocahontas teach audiences about nationality, love, family, and friendship? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate it.

5.  What was the historical context in which Pocahontas was made? What are the major historical events that might influence plot, characters, etc? Consider especially the original history on which this film was based and what Disney chose to alter. How might these contexts resonate with contemporary audiences in 1995? Or today?

6.  What are some possible “positive” readings of this film? What “good” lessons does the film teach? Give examples and explain why.

